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American naturalist, poet, and philosopher Henry David Thoreau once wrote, “You must 

love the crust of the earth on which you dwell more than the sweet crust of any bread 

or cake.” Indeed, the events of the past year have laid bare our dependence on this 

planet and all that dwell on it. Many of us found solace in nature while isolating from 

others, and we continue to seek deeper connections to the land. It seems only fitting to 

draw inspiration from the Earth as we reflect on fiscal year 2021, which ended on June 30. 

We know that slow geologic processes have large cumulative effects over long periods of time. 

So, too, has the Museum’s century of work in science and nature delivered an outsized impact. For 

more than 100 years, the Museum has served as a vital community asset. We inspire young minds with our 

educational offerings, including free programming provided to several metropolitan school districts. Our  

scientists continue to shape research on a global level, even unlocking new potential for an old museum  

staple—the planetarium. And, through our stewardship of more than 11,000 acres of Ohio’s natural areas, we 

work to build a sustainable future.  

These achievements are all made possible thanks to strong leadership. We recently appointed a new Board 

Chair, Sally Sears. She succeeds Jon Grimm, who joined the Board in 2000 and served as Chair for two terms. 

I’d like to thank Jon sincerely for his dedication to this institution and extend a warm welcome to Sally. She 

brings an extensive record of service, passion, and knowledge to this role. 

Much like the molten iron near the center of the Earth, our institution’s core—focused on biodiversity, human 

origins, human health, and human ecology—burns bright in everything we do. These areas of expertise are 

highlighted in our project to reinvent the Museum experience. As part of this reinvention, we debuted three 

Gateway Projects and broke ground on our expansion this year. Supported by the Transforming the World of 

Discovery campaign, this project marks the first time a natural history museum has completely reimagined its 

campus and all its exhibits to interweave the story of planetary processes with the record of life on Earth.  

Our success is further reflected in our many financial accomplishments this past year. We are proud to have 

ended this fiscal year with a positive operating margin, continuing our streak of 44 years of balanced budgets. 

In addition, an economic impact study revealed that the Museum infuses approximately $40 million annually 

into the regional economy.

Building on a century of world-class research, an exceptional collection, and a track record of strong  

management, the Museum will solidify its role as a leader in science, education, conservation, and community 

building. With a new strategic plan, Where Science & Imagination Meet, guiding our efforts, we know that the 

best is yet to come.  

As you peruse this philanthropic report, I hope you enjoy learning about some of the most impactful moments 

from the past year. And I encourage you to reflect on the ways in which we’re all—at the core—deeply  

connected to our planet. Thank you for your investment in this remarkable institution. 

Sincerely,

Sonia M. Winner

President & CEO
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With the Museum’s tradition of world-class research and education, it is positioned to advance the frontiers  

of knowledge while cultivating the next generation of citizen scientists. Through its transformation project,  

it is also creating a new model for natural history museums—one that draws on the past to inform the present  

in order to safeguard the planet’s future. This year, the convergence of strategic thinking and new board  

leadership has helped the Museum make strides toward its vision of building a better tomorrow.  

SALLY SEARS NAMED NEW BOARD CHAIR 

At the groundbreaking for its transformation project, held on June 24, 2021, the Museum 

announced that its longtime supporter and advocate Sally Sears would soon step into  

the role of Chair of the Board of Directors. The appointment follows Sears’s six-year  

tenure as a Director, which has entailed participation in a number  

of committees, including the steering committee for the 

Museum’s Transforming the World of Discovery  

campaign. Her active involvement will continue  

in her new role. 

Sears succeeds former Board of Directors Chair  

Jon Grimm, who joined the Board in 2000 and was  

appointed Board Chair in 2015.  

P L A N N I N G 
F O R  T H E 
F U T U R E
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Explore the  
full plan at  

naturalhistory 
reimagined.org.

DEVELOPING A MANY-LAYERED STRATEGIC PLAN 

In conjunction with its ongoing transformation, the Museum developed its new strategic plan, 

Where Science & Imagination Meet. As the institution fully reimagines its exhibits, physical 

campus, and visitor experience over the coming years, this plan will guide its efforts as it 

becomes the museum of the future. By engaging a wider audience, leading through  

science, encouraging lifelong learning, and investing in organizational excellence, the  

Museum will set a bold new standard for natural history museums around the world.

AUDIENCE ENGAGEMENT
Become an audience-centered museum that engages, serves, and enhances  

Greater Cleveland and the surrounding area.

SCIENTIFIC LEADERSHIP
Lead and innovate in scientific research and interpretation to address pressing issues of our time. 

LIFELONG LEARNING
Transform the visitor experience to educate people of all ages and inspire a lifetime of learning.

ORGANIZATIONAL EXCELLENCE
Invest in organizational excellence, fiscal sustainability, and a healthy culture.

Ames Family Curiosity Center
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At a time when science literacy is imperative to human survival, the Museum plays a particularly integral role  

in demonstrating the importance of science in day-to-day life. Through several initiatives this year, Museum  

experts have worked to empower visitors to see themselves in the story of life on Earth and inspire them to 

make a difference.

DUNK NAMED STATE FOSSIL FISH

On Wednesday, November 18, 2020, the Ohio General Assembly passed SB 123, a bill declaring Dunkleosteus  

terrelli (“Dunk”) the state fossil fish. The bill’s passage was a monumental achievement for the Museum. The  

designation serves to inspire those with a budding interest in Ohio history, paleontology, marine biology, and 

other fields, while putting Ohio on the map as one of the few states represented  

by a scientifically significant fossil fish. The Ohio legislature is celebrating  

the designation by installing a Dunk replica in the Statehouse.

Among the individuals who testified in support of SB 123 

before the Senate and House Committees was Bree 

Obhof, a young paleontology enthusiast, fierce  

Dunk advocate, and daughter of former  

Senate President Larry Obhof. 

The  
Museum is  

grateful for the  
STATE OF OHIO’S  
enduring support  

of its mission- 
based work.

THANK YOU TO THE  
SPONSORS OF THE BILL,  

INCLUDING:  
Former President of the  

Senate Larry Obhof  
Speaker of the House Bob Cupp  

Senator Matt Dolan  
Senator Nathan Manning  

35 Senate and House  
co-sponsors
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GOVERNOR UPLIFTS OHIO TOURISM 

On May 5, 2021, the Museum hosted Ohio Governor 

Mike DeWine for a press conference in celebration of 

Ohio Tourism Day. Governor DeWine announced the 

kickoff of the state’s tourism reinvigoration campaign 

and lauded the Museum for its safe reopening amidst 

the challenges presented by the pandemic.

MUSEUM RESEARCHER LAYS GROUNDWORK 
FOR NEW USE OF PLANETARIUM DOMES 

The Museum’s Associate Curator of Invertebrate  

Zoology, Dr. Nicole Gunter, brought to life her vision  

to display biodiversity data on planetarium domes  

with this spring’s worldwide release of a new  

planetarium software plug-in. With funding from  

the National Science Foundation (NSF), Dr. Gunter 

partnered with Evans & Sutherland (E&S), a Cosm 

company, to develop the software update, which  

allows planetariums for the first time to immerse 

guests in the wonders of life on Earth as well as  

the far reaches of the Universe. Planetarium  

educators can now use the new tool to leverage  

1.6 billion available specimen records and create  

customized programs on biodiversity.

The release of the plug-in marks a significant 

milestone in the fulfillment of Dr. Gunter’s NSF  

CAREER grant–funded project, which aims to 

further important discourse on the processes  

shaping our world and the critical role of 

conservation and biodiversity.

MUSEUM AWARDED GREAT LAKES  
RESTORATION INITIATIVE GRANT  

The Museum maintains its status as an active leader  

in land conservation. It continues to focus on  

stewardship in addition to strengthening existing  

preserves through the science of  

preserve design. Last fall, the  

Museum received a $187,000 

Great Lakes Restoration 

Initiative grant in  

support of the Mentor 

Marsh coastal wetland 

restoration planting 

project. The grant has 

helped the Museum  

continue its efforts to  

restore and enhance the 

entire 806-acre coastal  

wetland habitat and allowed it 

to pursue an ambitious plant-plug 

and tree-planting plan this past year. The project will 

help to create habitats for rare and endangered native 

birds, such as rails, bitterns, and sandhill cranes.

MEMBERS JOIN US FOR A DAY OF SERVICE

This past year, Museum members contributed to the 

institution’s work to preserve and protect more than 

11,000 acres of Ohio’s natural areas through two  

Membership Days of Service—a tree planting at  

Mentor Marsh and an invasive-plant removal effort  

at Medina Sanctuary.  

Members helped plant 50  

6-foot-tall red oak  

trees at Mentor Marsh.

The  
Museum is  

grateful for the  
STATE OF OHIO’S  
enduring support  

of its mission- 
based work.

BALD  
EAGLES AT 

MENTOR MARSH
This spring, the Museum 

marked the 12th year of bald  
eagle nesting at Mentor Marsh—  

a testament to decades of 
 conservation work.

As a part of 
this project, 90,000 

PLANTS of various native 
species (identified based on 
historical collections records) 

were planted.

More than 200 SPECIES  
of native plants have  

returned to the  
area.
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INSPIRE: REACH EVERY CHILD  
Offering free Museum programming  
to all second-grade students in the  

Cleveland Metropolitan School District, 
Inspire is funded by:

Dominion Energy Charitable Foundation
Eva L. and Joseph M. Bruening Foundation

Martha Holden Jennings Foundation
The Abington Foundation
Third Federal Foundation

Thomas H. White Foundation,  
a KeyBank Trust
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INSPIRE: REACH EVERY CHILD  
Offering free Museum programming  
to all second-grade students in the  

Cleveland Metropolitan School District, 
Inspire is funded by:

Dominion Energy Charitable Foundation
Eva L. and Joseph M. Bruening Foundation

Martha Holden Jennings Foundation
The Abington Foundation
Third Federal Foundation

Thomas H. White Foundation,  
a KeyBank Trust

ESSENTIAL  
EXPERIENCES

Funded by GAR  
Foundation, this program  
welcomes every second  

grader in the Akron  
Public Schools to  

the Museum.

M Y  P E R C E P T I O N  O F  S C I E N C E  H A S  C H A N G E D  
D U R I N G  M Y  I N T E R N S H I P  B E C AU S E  I  H AV E  
S E E N  H OW  B R OA D  I T  AC T UA L LY  I S .  T H E R E  
A R E  S E V E R A L  FAC E T S  O F  T H E  F I E L D  T H AT  I  
WA S  N OT  AWA R E  E X I S T E D,  L I K E  T H E  S T U DY  
O F  D U N G  B E E T L E S . —Internship participant 

To ensure that curious minds of all ages have the opportunity to engage with science and nature, the Museum 

is transcending boundaries and dismantling the traditional approach to teaching about science. The Museum’s 

educational division has created a number of innovative and inclusive programs to increase the Museum’s  

relevance and impact this year. These initiatives enrich University Circle’s integrated campus of learning,  

serve the local community, and shape the future of STEM. 

SCIENCE FOR SUCCESS INTERNSHIP EXPERIENCE SHIFTS PERCEPTIONS OF STEM 

The Science for Success Teen Internship is a new, three-year paid internship for high- 

school students from groups who are underrepresented in STEM and experience  

education disparities. This year, the Museum hosted a group of high-school students 

who were interested in a career in science, technology, engineering, or math. Interns 

applied their creativity while participating in research projects that further the  

Museum’s mission and contribute to the community. This internship joins the  

Museum’s expanding portfolio of community-outreach initiatives and is funded  

in part by the Eric & Jane Nord Family Fund. 

 

 

SCIENCE, LITERACY, AND MATH COLLIDE IN NEW SLAM DUNK PROGRAM

This past school year, the Museum put the spotlight on Dunkleosteus terrelli, one of its most iconic specimens,  

in its new educational initiative, “SLAM Dunk.” “SLAM”—which stands for “Science, Literacy, and Math”— 

represents the multidisciplinary nature of the program, and “Dunk” refers to the Museum’s nickname for  

Dunkleosteus, the fiercest fish of the Devonian sea. As part of the SLAM Dunk program, East Cleveland City 

Schools students in kindergarten, first grade, and second grade engaged with the Museum at several points 

throughout the school year, free of charge. The SLAM Dunk project receives support from the John C. and  

Sally S. Morley Family Foundation of the Cleveland Foundation. 

This school year, the project will also be funded in part by the Institute of Museum and Library Services  

through a Museums for America grant, log number MA-249371-OMS-21. The views, findings, conclusions, or  

recommendations expressed in this  program do not necessarily represent those of the Institute of Museum  

and Library Services.  
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Over billions of years, the Earth’s crust has dramatically shifted—changing 

form with varying conditions until eventually shaping the continents  

we recognize today. Similarly, the Museum is undergoing a complete  

transformation, which will pioneer a new model for natural history  

museums worldwide. Last year, several milestone events were  

at the epicenter of this transformation. 

GROUNDBREAKING CEREMONY KICKS OFF  
MUSEUM’S TRANSFORMATION 

On June 24, 2021, the Cleveland Museum of Natural  

History broke ground on its project to reinvent the  

Museum: an expansion, complete reimagining of its  

campus and all its exhibits, and addition of new public  

spaces. The project will enlarge the Museum’s building  

and outdoor visitor areas to more than 375,000 square feet. 
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The Gateway Projects 
were completed with the help 

of generous gifts from the Museum’s 
donors, including  

The Kent H. Smith Charitable Trust,  
Lubrizol Foundation, Anonymous (2),  

Sally and Larry Sears, The Murch  
Foundation, and the Murch Family.

THE SEISMIC POWER OF DONORS:  
SURPASSING $100M FUNDRAISING MILESTONE

During the groundbreaking, the Museum announced 

it had surpassed a $100 million fundraising milestone 

in its $150 million Transforming the World of Discovery 

campaign. This ambitious campaign is the institution’s 

chance to continue its long legacy of research and 

education and elevate its place in the community.

INNOVATIVE CONCEPT DESIGN FOR  
NEW EXHIBITS

The Museum reached 100 percent of concept design in 

the process to reimagine its campus. The new exhibit 

design is organized around big questions, encouraging 

visitors to explore the large-scale forces that shape 

the world. New tools and technology  

will work in harmony with artifacts 

and specimens, empowering 

visitors to investigate these  

concepts and become a 

voice for the planet.

DEBUTING THE GATEWAY PROJECTS 

This year, the Museum celebrated the grand opening of 

its three Gateway Projects: 

•	 The dynamic new gallery Current Science, where 

guests can have one-on-one conversations with 

Museum researchers and educators. With rotating 

themes, it serves as an incubation space to help 

guide the Museum’s future exhibit concepts. 

•	 The redesigned Thelma and Kent H. Smith  
Environmental Courtyard, which features an  

array of Ohio’s native plant species, a stunning 

waterfall, and an etched bluestone-paved court 

highlighting a map of the local watershed.  

•	 The modernized Murch Auditorium, which fosters 

engaging experiences through acoustic  

enhancements, state-of-the-art audiovisual  

   systems, and upgraded seating. 

 

Momentum continues to build as the 

Museum embarks on its next phase 

of construction. 

W E  E N T H U S I A S T I C A L LY  B E L I E V E  I N  
T H E  M U S E U M ’ S  M I S S I O N ,  I T S  S T R O N G  
L E A D E R S H I P,  A N D  I T S  PAT H  F O R WA R D. 
W E  H O P E  O U R  C O N T R I B U T I O N  W I L L  
I N S P I R E  OT H E R S  I N  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  
TO  S H OW  T H E I R  S U P P O R T  F O R  T H E  
M U S E U M .  —SALLY SEARS, BOARD CHAIR
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Thank you to the donors who have invested in our transformation. Because of your generosity, we have raised 
more than $103 million, completed the Gateway Projects, and broken ground on our major construction project. 
We are grateful for what we have accomplished with your support and look forward to witnessing continued  
progress toward the complete transformation of our Museum. 

$5,000,000 OR MORE

Angela and James Hambrick  
   The James and Angela  
   Hambrick Foundation 
The Murch Foundation 
State of Ohio 
Sally and Larry Sears 
Chuck and Lucy Weller   
   Elizabeth Ring Mather and  
   William Gwinn Mather Fund

$2,500,000 TO $4,999,999
 
Ames Family Foundation 
James S.* and Donna Reid 
The Kent H. Smith Charitable Trust

$1,000,000 TO $2,499,999

Anonymous (1) 
A. Chace and Josephine Anderson 
The George Gund Foundation 
Joan and Daniel W.* Holmes, Jr. 
The Louise H. and David S.  
   Ingalls Foundation 
Walter E. and Jean Kalberer  
   Walter and Jean  
   Kalberer Foundation 
KeyBank 
The Fred A. Lennon  
   Charitable Trust 
G. Russell and Constance Lincoln 
The Lubrizol Foundation 
Medical Mutual
Dan T. and Marjorie Moore
Creighton B. Murch and  
   Janice A. Smith 
Judith C. Murch* 
Robert* and Janet Neary 
William M.* and Amelia* Osborne 
Parker Hannifin Foundation 
Thomas A. Pukelnick* 

Miriam G. Smead* 
Charles F. and April Walton   
   The Charles and April Walton  
   Charitable Fund
Barbara Brown and Steven C. Ward 
Anne Heller Woldman*

$500,000 TO $999,999 

Cleveland Foundation 
Eaton Corporation 
Jonathon L. and Aimee Grimm  
   JAG Gift Fund 
Phyllis S.* and William E. Gunton 
Kristie and Jack E. Kohl 
The Milton & Tamar Maltz  
   Family Foundation 
Robert B. and Kathie* Murch 
John P. Murphy Foundation 
The Eric & Jane Nord Family Fund 
Jane Q. and Jon H. Outcalt  
   Jane and Jon Outcalt Foundation 
Katie and Ken Outcalt
Perkins Charitable Foundation 
Claiborne R. and Chloe Rankin 
Clara T. Rankin 
The Reinberger Foundation 
Timken Foundation of Canton

$250,000 TO $499,999 

Anonymous (4) 
The Abington Foundation 
James R. and Victoria S. Bell 
Richard H. and Georgette Bohr* 
Stephen R. and Lesley M. Brown 
William E. and Mary F. Conway 
Alexander and Sarah Cutler 
David A. and Deborah Daberko   
   The Daberko Charitable  
   Foundation 
Estate of Marion Donohue 
Frederick and Marcia Floyd 
Peter and Sunnie Hellman 

CAMPAIGN DONORS

Holden Parks Trust 
Hyster-Yale Materials Handling, Inc. 
Emma Skoff Lincoln* 
Douglas and Laurie McCreery 
Judith K. and S. Sterling McMillan  
   S. Livingston Mather  
   Charitable Trust 
Henry L.* and Jane Meyer 
Raymond M. and Katie Murphy 
David and Inez Myers Foundation 
Nordson 
Alfred M. and Victoire G. Rankin 
Albert B. and Audrey G. Ratner 
Timothy P. and Heather Ryan 
Elisabeth Severance  
   Prentiss Foundation 
Thomas A. Tormey   
   John L. and Nellie A. Tormey Trust 
Ann T. and Dickson L. Whitney, Jr. 
Gene A. Wimmer 
Elizabeth H. Wolf*

$100,000 TO $249,999 

Anonymous (1) 
David J. and Christa Jo Abood 
John C. Barber and  
   Kathleen L. Barber* 
Barbara P. Barna 
Bicknell Fund 
William Bingham Foundation 
Winston Breeden 
James R. and Mary Bright 
Britton Fund 
Linda R. Butler and  
   Steven E. Nissen 
The Callahan Foundation 
Leigh Carter* 
Codrington Charitable Foundation 
Firman Fund 
Robert J. and Linnet E. Fritz 
Susan M. Grimm 
Charles L. and Marie C. Grossman  
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   The One Candle Foundation 
Albert A. Hanes and  
   Robert E. Hanes* 
The Hershey Foundation 
Richard A. and Jean M. Hoffman 
Arlene and Arthur* Holden 
The Estate of John and  
   Betty Hollister 
Michael J. and Jane R. Horvitz 
Henri Pell Junod, Jr. 
The Leonard Krieger Fund 
Alice R. Kruse 
Kulas Foundation 
Jon A. and Dr. Virginia M. Lindseth 
The Lozick Family Foundation 
The Catherine L. and Edward A.    	
   Lozick Foundation 
William C. and Eleanor* McCoy 
NACCO Industries, Inc. 
The Bill and Kathy O’Neill  
   Foundation 
Robert D. and Patricia Pavey 
Mary B. Perkins   
   M. B. Perkins Donor Advised Fund 
Estate of Jean Z. Piety 
PNC Foundation 
Richard W. and Pat Pogue 
Andrew K. and Heather H. Rayburn 
Elizabeth Wade Sedgwick* Trust 
Nathan and Fannye  
   Shafran Foundation 
Nathaniel T. and Mary A. Smith 
The J.M. Smucker Company 
Elizabeth F. and Frederick G.  
   Stueber 
Nelson S. Talbott* 
Susan and John F. Turben

$10,000 TO $99,999 

Anonymous (1) 
Rachel W. Abernethy
Estate of Katherine Bailey 
Robert H. and Dalia M. Baker 
John C. and Kathleen* L. Barber 
Carol A. Barnak 
Errol M. and Eveline L. Bellon 
Cynthia Brabander 
Jane B. N. Brooke Trust 
Nancy and Willard W. Brown, Jr. 
Frances Seiberling Buchholzer 
William E. and Patricia A. Butler 
Theodore J.* and Jean* Castele  
   and Family 
William S.* and Polly* Clark 
The Columbus Foundation 

The Conway Family Foundation 
Courtines, Daberko, and 
    McAlpine Families 
Amos H. and Samantha K. Crowley 
Thomas S. and Jane* Davis 
DLR Group, Inc. 
Matthew J. Dolan and Jessica Hart 
Henry C. and Mary* Doll 
Andrew and Leigh Fabens 
Mary Lou Ferbert 
Catherine L. Fishbach 
Franklin B. and Penny Floyd 
Richard B. and Mary E. Fratianne 
Friends of CMNH 
Michael and Catherine A. Gallagher 
Richard C.* and Priscilla P.*  
   Garretson 
Elaine G. Hadden* 
Michael L. Hays 
Lansing C. and Patience C. Hoskins 
Peter and Jacqueline Hoyt  
   Family Fund 
Scott R.* and Josephine Inkley 
Anne M. Jones* 
Theodore T. and Alison C. Jones  
   Triple T Foundation 
Carol J. Jordan 
Gordon D. Kinder and
   Ann C. Rowland 
John (“Bucky”) Kitto and  
   JoAnn Bedore 
Susan and George Klein 
Cynthia Knight 
Peter J. Krembs 
Lakeside Foundation 
Gretchen S. Larson 
Toby D. Lewis Philanthropic Fund 
David J. and Carolyn Lincoln 
The Lincoln Electric Foundation 
Neil F. and Susan Luria  
   Neil and Susan Luria  
   Philanthropic Fund 
The Nancy-Clay Marsteller  
   Charitable Foundation 
Robert and Jean Mathews  
   Robert E. Mathews Family  
   Foundation 
Sean and Melissa McAvoy  
   The Orvis Company, Inc. 
Julien L. McCall*   
   Julien L. McCall Family  
   Foundation 
David R. and Linda L. Mitchell 
   Mitchell Family Fund 
John C. Morley 
Thomas Morley 

*deceased

Stephen C. and Amanda* Morris 
Edwin R. Motch* 
The Nature Nurture Balance Fund 
The Nord Family Foundation 
Merritt A. and Amity A. Osborn 
Estate of Aurel F. Ostendorf 
C.W. Eliot and Linda G. Paine 
Emily C. Parkman* 
Perk Perkins 
Thomas A. Piraino, Jr., and  
   Barbara C. McWilliams 
Frank and Fran Porter  
   Frank H. and Nancy L. Porter Fund 
Ella H. Quintrell* 
Robert S. and Sylvia K. Reitman  
   Robert S. and Sylvia K. Reitman    	
   Family Foundation 
RIG III Family Foundation 
Robert C. and Katharine P. Ruhl  
   Robert Ruhl Fund for  
   Charitable Giving 
John D. and Barbara S. Schubert 
Kenneth A. Scott Charitable Trust 
The Sears-Swetland Family  
   Foundation 
Meredith and Oliver* Seikel 
Walter A. Sheppe* 
The Sherwin-Williams Company 
Beth and Howard Simon 
South Waite Foundation 
Jean G. Stell 
The Helen F. and Louis Stolier  
   Family Foundation 
Greg E. and Joyce Studen 
J. Mary Taylor* 
The Tecovas Foundation 
Tides Foundation 
The C. Carlisle and Margaret M.  
   Tippit Charitable Trust 
Gretchen Hallerberg and 
   J. Walton Tomford 
Elizabeth W. Tone  
   Tone Family Fund 
The Norton White Gale Trust 
Ronald M. and Kathleen Vranich 
Genevieve Vranich* 
The George Garretson  
   Wade Charitable Trust 
William M. Weber 
Barbara B. Webster* 
Michael and Carol J. Weiss 
James W. and Debra A. Wert 
Paul E. and Suzanne Westlake 
Robert Y.* and Mary C.* White 
Wright Foundation
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LEGACY SOCIETY
The Legacy Society celebrates those individuals who have included the Museum in their estate plans, either 
through their will, trust, life insurance, annuities, or retirement assets. The generosity of the donors listed below 
supports our vision for the future. We are deeply grateful for their commitment to ensuring access to science 
and nature for all.  

If you qualify for Legacy Society membership or would like to learn more about becoming a member,  
please contact Diane M. Strachan, CFRE, Individual Philanthropy & Planned Giving Officer, at 216.231.2060  
or dstrachan@cmnh.org.

Anonymous (3)
Margaret M. Aicher* 
Jane and Peter K. Anagnostos 
A. Chace and Josephine Anderson 
Katherine Bailey 
John H. Baird* 
Norma E. Battes* 
Mary H. Baum* 
Elizabeth J. Billings 
William and Samra Blanchard 
Georgette* and Richard* Bohr 
Betty D. Brien* 
Jane B. Brooke* 
Robert Brooks 
Dr. John F. Burke and
   The Honorable Nancy A. Fuerst 
Lainard E. Bush 
Roberta R. Calderwood* 
Nancy L. Calfee* 
Peter H. Calfee 
Albert T. Carlisle* 
Leigh Carter* 
Jean* and Theodore* Castele 
Ann M. Chambers* 
Jeffrey and Diane M. Chapman 
Shyamala Chitaley* 
Eunice Cohen* 
Helen C. Cole* 
Kathleen S. Crawford* 
Gay C. Cull-Addicott 
Deborah and David A. Daberko 
Beverly* and Robert Danielson 
Ford M. Davey 
Fern P. Diaquila* 
Cora Lee* and William* K. Dice 
Morris S. Dixon, Jr.* 
Richard* and Irene Dodson 
Mary* and Henry Doll 
Patricia B. Douthitt* 
Andrew L. Eade 
Rebecca H. Elliott* 
Mary Lou and Frederick* Ferbert 
Catherine L. Fishbach 
Louise M. Foster 
Kathy B. Fouts 

Kenneth C. Frase 
Lou Gaeta 
Theodore R. Ganger* 
William and Babs Gardiner 
Brant C. Gebhart 
Jon and Aimee Grimm 
Margaret A. Gudbranson 
Phyllis* and William E.  Gunton 
Kathleen M. Hale 
Elizabeth S. Hallaran* 
Mary Jane* and Shattuck* W.  
   Hartwell 
Michael L. Hays 
Alyson and Peter Hellman 
Jean M. and Richard A. Hoffman 
Sheryl L. Hoffman 
Guerdon Stearns Holden* 
Betty and John* Hollister 
Patience C. Hoskins 
Dorothy Hovorka*
Alyce M. Jarr* 
Curtis A. and Norma J. Jerauld 
Anne M. Jones 
Carol Jordan 
Henri Pell Junod, Jr. 
Walter and Jean C. Kalberer 
Aileen* and Julien* Kassen 
Donald J. Kelly 
John B. Kitto, Jr., and  
   JoAnn Bedore 
Joyce* B. and Arthur* F. Kohn 
Joan Lambros 
Thomas M. Leiden 
Margaret C. Lester 
Emma Lincoln* 
G. Russell and Constance Lincoln 
Bruce A. Loomis  
Carol O. and H. Stephen* Madsen 
Susanne S. Martens 
Melissa and Sean Malone McAvoy 
William C. McCoy 
Wilmar D. McLaughlin* 
Alice* and James* R. Mecredy 
David and Linda L. Mitchell 
Encie J. and Josephy A. Moroski 

Edwin R. Motch III* 
Judith C.* and Maynard H.*  
   Murch IV 
Lucia S. Nash* 
Janet and Robert* Neary 
Edward Nedved* 
James A. Nelson* 
Lisa and Patrick C.* O’Brien, Jr.  
Amelia and William M.* Osborne 
C. W. Eliot Paine 
Gretta* and Hugh* Pallister 
Charlotte* and Kenneth* Parker 
Emily Parkman  
Jean Z. Piety* 
Robert L. Ragley* 
Alan D. Roman 
Catherine A. Rose 
Sharon B. Rosenberg* 
Phyllis* and Sanford* Saul 
Charles W. Saunders* 
Margaret Bayless and William Schwing 
Sally and Larry Sears 
Elizabeth Sedgwick*  
Beth B. Sersig* 
Thelma M.* and Daniel J.* Shapiro 
Walter A. Sheppe 
Harold George Shrive* 
Miriam* and Howard H.* Smead 
Cara S. and Howard F.* Stirn 
James P. Storer* 
Elaine Strassburger 
Faith H.* and Herbert J.* Swanson 
Cynthia Szunyog 
Jean Hower Taber* 
J. Mary Taylor* 
David R. Trowbridge 
William and Judith Tucholsky 
Susan and John F. Turben 
Jack G. Ulman 
Marshall A. Veigel* 
Clare Walker 
Lucy and Chuck Weller 
Gene A. Wimmer 
Anne H. Woldman* 
Elizabeth H. Wolf* 



14 15 15*deceased

GIFTS IN MEMORY OR HONOR OF
We deeply appreciate donors who choose to entrust us with a portion of a loved one’s legacy or choose to  
memorialize or honor a love one’s legacy by making a gift to the Museum.

Christa Jo Abood 
A. Chace Anderson 
Irving Bayer* 
James K. Bissell 
John D. Bittner* 
Katrina A. Blatt 
Renee A. Boronka 
Frances S. Buchholzer 
Harold T. Clark* 
Jason S. Davis 
Deborah D. Dey 
Lee D. Gambol 
Jonathon L. Grimm 
James L. Hambrick 

David P. Handke* 
Scott R. Inkley* 
Josephine Inkley* 
Michael Kangas* 
Dolores T. Lad* 
Emma S. Lincoln* 
William C. McCoy 
Judith K. McMillan 
Emily C. Parkman* 
Leigh H. Perkins* 
Suzanne Rusnak 
Sally Z. Sears 
Judith M. Semroc 
Mark Smrekar* 

Robert J. Terry* 
Jane Tierno* 
John W. Tomford 
Ellen V. Walters* 
Barbara B. Webster* 
Harvey B. Webster 
Sonia M. Winner  

If your name has been omitted or 
listed incorrectly, please contact 
Amy Miller, Director of Donor 
Relations, at 216.231.4600 
x3428 or  
amiller@cmnh.org.

PARTNERS & VOLUNTEERS
Volunteers are at the heart of the Museum’s mission—to inspire, through science and  
education, a passion for nature, the protection of natural diversity, the fostering of health, and 
leadership to a sustainable future. More than 90 volunteers graciously donated 5,228 hours of 
service across the Museum’s many departments last year. Our volunteers are an integral part of 
our success. Thank you to the following for contributing their time and talents: 

Rachel Abernethy 
Nate Amann 
George Baker 
Rebecca Barbarino 
Paula Bartlett 
Tom Bartlett 
Kari Beffel 
James Bowers 
Judy Bowman 
Bruce Bream 
Jae Bridges 
Carole Brown 
Jeb Bugos 
William Byrd 
Marcia Carsten 
Lisa Cellura 
Kathleen Cerveny 
Lisa Cheng 
Dino Chu 
Timothy Clawson 
Janet Clifford 
Roberta DeSalvo 
David Devore 
Debra Dickson 
Ava Fan 
Kathy Fouts 
Evelyn Gelbke 
Bruce Gendler 
George Gilliam 
Janavi Goldblum 

Laura Gooch 
Gretchen Hallerberg 
Robin Harbage 
Jeff Hazy 
Venus He 
Paulette Hughes 
Molly Hunt 
Andrew Januzzi 
Debra Jesionowski 
Gabby Joseph 
William Julian 
Robyn Kaltenbach 
Stephen Kay 
Jackie Kresic 
Brian Larson 
Jim Lawson 
Jan Lenin 
Keith Linn 
Stuart Macdonnell 
Echo Malleo 
Michelle Manzo 
Pat Metzler 
Cat Miller 
Jen Neuhaus 
Timothy Nieberding 
Abraham Nirappel 
Mark Novotny 
Steven O’Neill 
Amanda Okonmah 
Cindy Oser 

Ava Parikh 
Randy Pelton 
Taylor Phelps 
Janice Pierce 
Malcolm Pollard 
Margaret Rhynard 
Mary Riegelmayer 
Almuth Riggs 
Heather Risher 
Lourdes Sanchez 
Kyle Schiber 
Adam Sims 
Olive Snider 
Nancy Somnitz 
Kenneth Stamper 
James Stanley 
Meghan Strong 
Thomas Tamburello 
Kip Tobin 
Kellyn Toombs 
Kevin Torres 
John Wamelink 
Kathy Wanek 
Andrea Weiss 
Rick Wherley 
Kara White 
Gretchen Witt 
Tabitha Yates 
Don Zeller

A special thank  
you to all the federal, 

state, and local elected  
officials who have  

supported  

our efforts.
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ANNUAL ECONOMIC IMPACT THROUGH OPERATIONS,  
VISITORS, EDUCATION, AND SCIENCE ACTIVITIES  
IN CUYAHOGA COUNTY  

284  
JOBS

 $13.5 
MILLION 
LABOR IMPACT
IN CUYAHOGA  

COUNTY

IMPACT OF  
OPERATIONS IN 

THE CLEVELAND- 
AKRON MSA

STATE  
& LOCAL  

TAXES

STATE OF 
OHIO

ECONOMIC  
IMPACT 

 $27.0 
MILLION 

 $1.4 
MILLION 

NORTHEAST  
OHIO

$40.1 
MILLION

$39.1 
MILLION

$39.5 MILLION
  

181 ,000
ANNUAL

VISITORS*

$3,084,208
OPERATING DOLLARS RAISED

1 2 5  A N I M A L  A M B A S S A D O R S  C A R E D  F O R  I N  T H E  R A L P H  P E R K I N S  I I  
W I L D L I F E  C E N T E R  &  W O O D S  G A R D E N — P R E S E N T E D  B Y  K E Y B A N K

2,457 NEWLY ACCESSIONED SPECIMENS          325 SPECIMENS LOANED FOR STUDY

11 ,700 
MEMBER

HOUSEHOLDS

68,420
LEARNERS REACHED  

THROUGH OUR 
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS

11 ,860
ACRES OF LAND 

PROTECTED

94 IN-PERSON &  
VIRTUAL PROGRAMS & 
FIELD TRIPS OFFERED

2,550 ATTENDEES  
AT PUBLIC 

EVENTS

2,790 VISITORS 
TO

MENTOR MARSH

69 
VISITORS TO OUR COLLECTIONS  

AND RESEARCH LABS

18 
RESEARCH 

PUBLICATIONS

54
OFF-CAMPUS  

PRESENTATIONS

*Attendance impacted by pandemic-related capacity l imits and reduction of operating hours
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A N N U A L
F I N A N C I A L 
O V E R V I E W

44TH CONSECUTIVE  

FISCAL YEAR  

  ACHIEVING A  

BALANCED  

  OPERATING  

BUDGET
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*FY21 audit is in progress as of print date.

FY2019

REVENUE & SUPPORT

TOTAL REVENUE & SUPPORT

Endowment & Other Support

Operating Income

Contributions

EXPENSES

Collections & Research

Education

Exhibits

Fundraising & Membership

FY2020 FY2021

$7,816,532 $7,765,986 $7,938,818

$4,604,431 $3,439,885 $2,439,382

$2,575,775 $3,665,439 $3,253,675

$5,882,628 $6,377,364 $5,724,569

$2,897,958 $2,456,469 $2,062,414

$2,322,210 $2,178,031 $1,644,287

$1,865,655 $2,361,496 $1,353,638

$14,996,738 $14,871,310 $13,631,875

CONTRIBUTION SUMMARY

TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS

Unrestricted for General Operations

Unrestricted Other

Restricted

$2,314,497 $3,665,439 $3,253,675

$525,919 $474,185 $253,643

$7,935,268 $6,885,379 $15,866,433

$10,775,684 $11,025,003 $19,373,751

$290,453 $211,988 $252,986

$1,334,235 $1,067,001 $1,070,955

$14,593,139 $14,652,349 $12,108,848

$403,599

$403,599

$218,961

$218,961

$1,523,027

$1,721,400

$3,244,427

TOTAL EXPENSES

EXCESS OF OPERATING REVENUE &
SUPPORT OVER EXPENSES

PAYCHECK PROTECTION PROGRAM (PPP)

NET EXCESS OF OPERATING REVENUE & 
SUPPORT OVER EXPENSES

Communications & Public Services

General & Administration

44TH CONSECUTIVE  

FISCAL YEAR  

  ACHIEVING A  

BALANCED  

  OPERATING  

BUDGET
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Our donors demonstrated again the importance of our mission to the community. They 
contributed $3,084,208 between July 1, 2020, and June 30, 2021, to our efforts to inspire 
people through science and nature. We are deeply grateful to all of them.

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE DONORS
We gratefully acknowledge these contributors who made annual gifts of $2,000 or more. Their cumulative giving 
provided $2.6 million, 84% of the total raised. In recognition of their leadership giving, they receive special  
benefits and invitations. If you’d like to join this prestigious group, please contact Kelly Federico, Annual Fund 
Manager, at 216.231.4600 x3360 or kfederico@cmnh.org. 

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE  
(GIVING OF $25,000+)
Anonymous 
A. Chace and Josie Anderson 
Dr. John F. Burke and  
   The Honorable Nancy A. Fuerst 
Chester and Patricia Crone 
Amos and Sam Crowley 
Robert and Linnet E. Fritz 
Jon and Aimee Grimm 
James and Angela Hambrick 
Peter and Sunnie Hellman 
Duane and Jeanne Kurapka 
Douglas and Laurie McCreery 
Maney Murch V 
Tom Piraino and  
   Barbara McWilliams 
Timothy and Heather Smith Ryan 
Sally and Larry Sears
Lucy and Chuck Weller

DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE
(GIVING OF $10,000 TO $24,999)
Anonymous
Dick and Anne Ames 
Manikantan Aryapadi  
   and Vaishnavi Narayanamurthy 
Jim and Mary Bright 
Bill and Laura Hlavin 
Malcolm Kenney 
Kristie and Jack E. Kohl 
Barbara Lincoln and  
   Timothy Murphy 
David and Carolyn Lincoln
Milton and Tamar Maltz 
Marge and Dan Moore 
John Morley 
Tom Morley 
Creighton B. Murch and  
   Janice A. Smith 

Janet Neary 
Tom Offutt III* 
Jon and Jane Q. Outcalt 
Ken and Katie Outcalt 
Eliot and Linda Paine 
Clay and Beth Rankin 
Flo Selby*
Joe and Marla Shafran 
Peggy Spaeth 
Fred and Betsy Stueber 

DISCOVERER’S CIRCLE 
(GIVING OF $5,000 TO $9,999)
Rachel Abernethy 
Gay Cull-Addicott  
   and Edward Addicott 
Suresh and Gunwanti Bafna 
Barbara Barna 
Carol Barnak 
William Blair 
Bobbie Brown and Steve Ward 
Susi Brown 
Fran Buchholzer 
Julie Clayman 
Thomas Davis 
George and Maureen T. Engeler 
Jean Fisher 
Mike and Cathy Gallagher 
Paul and Sharon Glowacki 
Paula Haffner 
Thomas and Joanna Hamilton 
Robin Heiser 
Dick and Jean Hoffman 
Bill and Bette Hoskins 
Robert and Audrey S. Kellermeyer 
John B. Kitto and JoAnn Kitto 
George and Sue Klein 
Cathy Lincoln 
Russ and Connie Lincoln 
Diane Lucas 

Bill McCoy, Jr. 
Judith and Ted McMillan 
Walter and Pam Matia 
Bill and Kathy O’Neill 
Anne Perkins 
Tom Pollock 
Donna S. Reid 
Astri Seidenfeld 
Norma Setteur 
Mary Lane Sullivan 
Philip and Sarah Taylor 
Tom and Denise Tormey 
Susan and John F. Turben 
Biz and Peter Voudouris 
Ron and Kate Vranich 
Donald and Pam S. Washkewicz 
Dickson and Ann T. Whitney 
Mary E. Wicks 
Sonia M. Winner 

EXPLORER’S CIRCLE 
(GIVING OF $2,000 TO $4,999) 
Bonnie Baker 
Robert and Dalia M. Baker 
Wink and Jane Baldwin 
Gini and Randy Barbato 
Mr. John C. Barber 
Geoff and Maryann Barnes 
Jim and Vicki Bell 
Errol and Eveline L. Bellon 
Claudia L. Bennett 
John and Wilma F. Bergfeld 
Mark and Kathleen Binnig 
Ronald Bocsa 
John and Kristina Boykin
Frank and Mary Kay Brook 
Linda R. Butler and  
   Steven E. Nissen 
William and Nancy L. Byrd 
Frank and Martha Castle

1,675 DONORS

20 $25,000 OR MORE 
40 $10,000 TO $24,999 

67 $5,000 TO $9,999 
99 $2,000 TO $4,999 
1,449 UNDER $2,000 

ANNUAL 
PHILANTHROPY**

**Giving of $1,999 or below is recognized online at CMNH.org.
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Joseph and Lisa Stickles Cellura 
Austin and Gillian Chinn 
Diane and Bill Christ 
John and Mary Clough 
Charles and Elizabeth P. Daane 
Jeffrey and Laura N. Daberko 
David and Deborah Daberko 
Richard and Emily P. Deininger 
The Honorable Matthew J. Dolan 
Susan and Brian Donlan 
Cynthia and Andrew  
   Armstrong Elliott 
Ann Fairhurst and Mark Cipra 
Charles and Charlotte Ann Fowler 
Dick and Mary Fratianne 
Robert and Cathy Gale
Gretchen A Hallerberg and  
   John Walton Tomford 
Newman Halvorson 
Dutch and Lynn Handke 
Lansing and Patience C. Hoskins
Dennis and Dianne D. Howard 
William D. Hughes and  
   Paulette E. Hervi-Hughes 

Katherine Ingalls 
Dale and Pam Inkley 
Don and Lynda Insul 
Donald and Marta L. Jack 
Curtis and Norma J. Jerauld 
Carol Jordan 
Walter and Jean C. Kalberer 
Mary Sue Kaliszewski and  
   William Cassarly 
Michael and Catherine B. Keith 
Gordon D. Kinder and  
   Ann C. Rowland 
Eric and Marian L. Klieber 
Judith Klotzman 
Paul and Nancy Kohrs 
Richard and Geraldine Kriska 
Gretchen Larson 
Tom and Kathy Leiden 
Susan Levitan 
Gil and Carol Lowenthal 
Craig and Carla B. Macklin 
Steve McHale 
Michael and Lynn C. Miller 
Katie and Jonathan Miller 

*deceased

1,675 DONORS

20 $25,000 OR MORE 
40 $10,000 TO $24,999 

67 $5,000 TO $9,999 
99 $2,000 TO $4,999 
1,449 UNDER $2,000 

Bert and Marjorie M. Moyar 
Susan Norton 
Iris November 
Mrs. Patrick C. O’Brien, Jr. 
Jacob Perkins
Peter and Donna M. Pesch 
Clara Rankin 
Peter D. Rebar
Alayne L. Reitman 
Brad and Marge Richmond 
Barbara and John Schubert 
Beth B. Sersig and  
   Christopher P. Brandt 
Arindam Basu and  
   Meenakshi Sharma 
Reg and Lynn Shiverick 
Howard and Beth Simon 
Richey and Sandra Smith 
Mark and Melanie Smrekar
Maria Teresa Tejada and Patrick     	
   Charles Thomas 
Jock Thompson 
James and Debra Ann Wert 
John and Margaret S. Wheeler

CORPORATE, FOUNDATION & GOVERNMENT PARTNERS
We are also very grateful for the generous Annual Fund support of the following. These corporations,  
foundations, government partners, and others play a vital role in the Museum’s success.

$25,000 OR MORE
Cuyahoga Arts & Culture 
The James and  
   Angela Hambrick Foundation 
Jochum-Moll Foundation 
The S. Livingston Mather  
   Charitable Trust 
Medical Mutual 
The Murch Foundation 
Nordson 
Ohio Lottery Commission 
The Perkins Charitable Foundation 
State of Ohio 
The GAR Foundation 
Third Federal Foundation 
The Veale Foundation 

$10,000 TO $24,999
Bicknell Fund 
Eva L. and Joseph M.  
   Bruening Foundation 
The Cleveland Wire Cloth &  
   Manufacturing Company 
Community Foundation of  
   Lorain County 
Firman Fund 
The Nathan and Fannye  
   Shafran Foundation 

Lubrizol Corporation 
The Milton & Tamar Maltz  
   Family Foundation 
Martha Holden Jennings  
   Foundation 
Elizabeth Ring Mather and  
   William Gwinn Mather Fund 
The Reinberger Foundation 
RPM International, Inc. 
The Abington Foundation 
Thomas H. White Foundation,  
   a KeyBank Trust  

$5,000 TO $9,999
Anonymous (1)
Acroment Technologies 
American Society of  
   Overseas Research 
Archaeological Institute of America 
Archaeological Networks, Inc. 
Charities Aid Foundation  
   of America 
The George W. Codrington  
   Charitable Foundation 
ComDoc Inc 
Curlew Castings 
Dollar Bank 
Dominion Energy 

The Sam J. Frankino Foundation
Great Lakes Cheese Company 
The Hankins Foundation 
The Lincoln Electric Company 
The NRP Group, LLC 
The Sisler McFawn Foundation 
The South Waite Foundation 
Studio Institute, LLC 
UVAS Foundation 

$2,000 TO $4,999
Baxter International Foundation 
Cleveland Archaeological Society 
The Harry K. Fox and Emma R.  
   Fox Charitable Foundation 
Giant Eagle 
Jack, Joseph and Morton  
   Mandel Foundation 
The Laub Foundation 
Meaden & Moore, LTD 
Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District
Ohio Department of Development 
The O’Neill Brothers Foundation 
The Sears-Swetland Family Foundation 
Boris Tedbert Fund 
The S.K. Wellman Foundation 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
as of September 2021

Sally Z. Sears

Chair

Jonathon L. Grimm

Chair Emeritus

James L. Hambrick

Vice Chair

Alayne L. Reitman

Vice Chair

Ben Vinson III, Ph.D. 

Vice Chair

Douglas McCreery  

Secretary

Kenneth W. Outcalt

Treasurer

ACTIVE DIRECTORS
Richard S. Ames

Manikantan Aryapadi

William B. Bolton

Winston Breeden III

James R. Bright

Barbara Brown, Ph.D.

Frances S. Buchholzer

Susan Donlan

Laura Duda

Michael Esposito

Dr. Michael Gallagher

Albert M. Green, Ph.D.

Thomas A. Hamilton

Peter Hellman

William Hlavin, Ph.D.

Donald Insul

Woods King IV

Kristie T. Kohl

G. Russell Lincoln

Stephen J. McHale

Judith K. McMillan

Marjorie L. Moore

Thomas M. Morley

Maynard H. Murch V

Joseph M. Shafran

Reginald C. Shiverick

Frederick G. Stueber

Elizabeth Voudouris

Ronald M. Vranich

Dr. Michael A. Weiss

Lucy Ireland Weller

LIFE DIRECTORS 
A. Chace Anderson

William C. McCoy, Jr.

Janet E. Neary

Claiborne R. Rankin, Jr.

HONORARY DIRECTORS
Diane D. Christ

Amos H. Crowley III

Mary Lou Ferbert

Dr. Richard B. Fratianne

Gordon D. Kinder

George R. Klein

Peter J. Krembs

Thomas M. Leiden

MUSEUM LEADERSHIP
Dan T. Moore III

William J. O’Neill, Jr.

Betty K. Pinkney, Ph.D., J.D.

Maria Teresa Tejada

Thomas A. Tormey

EX-OFFICIO DIRECTORS
Katherine Miller,

Friends of CMNH, President  

Sonia M. Winner, 

President & CEO

SENIOR MANAGEMENT
Sonia M. Winner

President & CEO

Melissa Santee

Chief Philanthropy Officer

Meenakshi Sharma

Chief Strategy Officer

Jeannie Sureck, SPHR & SHRM-SCP

Chief Human Resource &  

Operations Officer

Gavin Svenson, Ph.D.

Director of Research & Collections;  

Curator of Invertebrate Zoology
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